
 

 
 

 

 

  
 
 
 
 

From all of Us at 
St. Laurence’s National School 



 

Dear Parents/Guardians, 

As we approach Christmas and the end of our First Term, I would 

like to thank everyone in the School Community for your ongoing 

support and I would like to wish you all a very Happy Christmas.  

Throughout the term the children have been busy. 

They have been involved in various sporting, academic 

and fun activities which we intend to continue in the 

New Year.  
 

School Events 
Power Hour  

The children of 1st have completed their 6 weeks’ power hour 

schedule, 2nd class will complete their programme in the new 

year.  This is a whole class intensive programme aimed at 

improving the children’s reading, spelling and phonic skills.  The 

children of Senior Infants will commence their 6-week 

programme in the new year. 

 

Reading Buddies 

The children in the senior school continue to pair up 

with the children in the junior school on a regular 

basis. The aim of this initiative is to nurture and 

develop a love of reading. This is enjoyed by all of the children. 

 

Gaeilge 

SOS Beag na Gaeilge has been going very well this term. Once a 

week during little break the children use their Gaeilge to chat, 

play games and sing songs. The class making the best effort 

earns the trophy for the week. The school has been learning 

'Bualadh Bos' or Jingle Bells as Gaeilge as well to prepare for 

the Christmas season. Maith sibh go léir!  

 

 

 



 

Artist of the Month continues this term 

and each month the children get to explore 

a new artist to learn about and get the 

opportunity to use the art techniques used 

by that artist. We have some incredible 

artists in the school and each month a child 

from each class year is awarded an artist of the month. Their 

art work is on display in the foyer of the senior and junior 

buildings. Congratulations to all the children who have been 

awarded the Artist of the month so far this year. 

 

Anti-bullying 

The children all took part in Anti-Bullying 

Week in November - the theme was the Power 

for Good. The children all learned the 

importance of being kind and the importance 

of standing up to bullying behaviour and using 

their power for good. The children all loved wearing their odd 

socks too during Odd Sock Day to show that everyone is unique 

and special. Well done to all the children who created wonderful 

anti-bullying posters during the week too! 

Our Kindness award continues at each assembly  and the award 

is  given to those children that the teachers and SNAs have 

noticed being especially thoughtful and kind. Well done to all the 

children who have received the award. 

Friendship Friday continues every Friday in the school to 

encourage children to be kind and thoughtful to everyone in their 

class and in yard. 

 

Green School Committee  

Well done to everyone who took part in Clean Air 

Week! Ms Crosse and Ms Fahey’s classes had a visitor 

from Green Schools who gave them a clean air 

workshop and so many classes took part in the Lung 

Art Competition. Fingers crossed we will hear back soon!  After 



 

Christmas we will have our walkability audit with the Green 

Schools Committee and our Travel Officer.   

Student Council 

Our Student Council has been busy this year 

representing all the students in our school! They’ve 

met several times with Mr. Maher and Ms. Finnerty and have 

asked every class for their ideas on what kind of fundraiser we 

should run. The team is working hard to plan something fun and 

exciting — we can’t wait to share more details next term! 

School Assembly 

Our school assemblies continue each month and give 

everyone in the school the opportunity to acknowledge 

all the events and activities taking place in both senior 

and junior buildings. 

 

St. Laurence’s NS Podcast   

Ms. Carroll’s and Mr. Treanor’s 6th classes recorded 

a bilingual podcast outlining all the events that have 

happened this term.  The children spoke English and 

Irish. Well done/Maith sibh 6th class. The podcast is 

available on Spotify for anyone who wishes to tune 

in!! 

 

 

Christmas Carol Service  

The children from the Junior and Senior buildings 

took part in a Carol Service in St Laurence O’Toole 

Church on Tuesday, 16th December 2025.  The 

service was enjoyed by all. Well done to everyone involved! 

 

3rd class went carol singing in St. Patrick’s Care Centre on 18th 

December They entertained all the residents with some 

fantastic singing. 



 

 

Christmas Jumper Day was held on Friday 12th 

December.  All the children and staff looked very 

festive in their Christmas attire!!! 

 

 

 

 

Sports Updates 

The children have enjoyed a wide range of sporting activities and 

other activities for the children, including Gaelic, Basketball, 

Tennis and Gymnastics this term. 

 

 GAA - The Boys and Girls Gaelic teams participated in the 

Cumann na mBunscoil GAA competition and did our school 

proud yet again. Thank you to all the teachers involved for 

organising and thank you to the parents for providing lifts to 

get to matches. 

Thank you to Ben from Na Dubh Ghall –for all his time 

coaching GAA to all the classes during this term.  

 

 Tag Rugby – 5th and 6th class participated in tag rugby with 

Suttonians rugby club. Thanks to Daniel for his coaching 

andencouragement to all the children participating. 

 

 Athletics - Fifth & Sixth Class children took part in 

“Marathon Kids”. They will run their final mile in the new 

year. 

 

 Basketball -  The basketball teams have worked hard in the 

first half of the season. Both teams have had great wins! The 

girls had a great win against Belmayne ET and the boys team 

had a buzzer beater win against Burrow School’. Ms Motyer, 



 

Ms Fogarty and both teams are looking forward to our next 

match against Bayside. Well done to both teams and keep 

working hard!  

 

 Tennis – Tennis continues with Trackside Tennis Club with 4th 

and 6th classes enjoying tennis coaching this term. 1st 2nd 3rd 

and 5th classes will get the opportunity next term to 

participate. Thanks to David for all their time. 

 

 Exercise to Music - all classes in the Junior building enjoyed 

participating in Exercise to Music in November and 

December. Thank you Seán for making the exercise so much 

fun for all the children. 

 

To see more pictures from school activities please visit 

our website at: www.stlaurencesbaldoyle.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.stpeterandpaulsbaldoyle.org/


 

Fundraising 

 Dublin City Marathon: Congratulations to Mr. 

Maher and Ger Redmond who ran on behalf of 

the school.  A total of €1,873.27 was raised 

with the Marathon Cards distributed throughout the school 

by the Parents Committee. Congratulations to Zoe Mullaney 

(Junior Infants) and Anabelle McCarthy (6th class) who won 

the €20 Smyth’s vouchers.  

 School Christmas Raffle:  Thank you to 

everyone who contributed to our school raffle 

this year and congratulations to all the children 

who won prizes in this year’s raffle. It took place on 

Wednesday 17th December and raised €1,870.00  

for the local St. Vincent de Paul.  A fantastic 

response, thank you.  

 Carol Singing: Some of the boys and girls from 3rd to 6th 

Class sang Christmas Carols at SuperValu Sutton on Friday 

12th December.€1,060 was raised for Oscar’s Kids Cancer 

Charity’. A big thank you to the Parents Committee who 

provided the children with hot chocolate to heat them up 

when they returned to school.  A lovely morning was had by 

all. 

 Parent’s Committee: Once again we thank all the Committee 

members who have done fantastic work in organising 

Christmas Cards, the Marathon Sponsorship Cards, Cake 

Sale, Halloween dress-up day, and various fundraising 

events. These fundraising events allow us to facilitate a lot 

of the fun activities for the children in the school. 

 

o Christmas Cards: A total of €1,550.00 was raised. 

o Non uniform Day: A total of €1,047.50 was raised 

o Voluntary Contributions: Many thanks to all who 

contributed   



 

A big thanks to the committee for giving parcels of special 

reindeer food to all the children in the junior building and candy 

canes to the children in the senior building. 

 

Hot Meals Update 

Next term we will be introducing the Hotmeals 

Scheme. You will receive more information on this 

closer to the time when everything is finalized. Our 

preferred company is Glanmore Foods.  They will be/are 

advertising for two operatives. All details are on the Glanmore 

website and the closing date for applications is Monday 05th 

January 2026. 

 

Enrolment for Junior Infants 2026/2027 is ongoing and as 

places are filling up fast, please attend to it as soon as possible. 

  

 Parents can register their children via our online Aladdin 

form on our web-site 

at  https://www.stlaurencesbaldoyle.org/ or 

 Hard copy application forms are also available in both 

the Junior and Senior school offices. 

 

  

https://www.stlaurencesbaldoyle.org/


 

Important Dates for 2026 

 Closing date for Junior Infants  

applications is 12:00 mid-day 30th January 2026.  

 

 Confirmation- Friday, 06th March 2026  

 

 First Holy Communion - Saturday, 16th May 2026  

The Do This In Memory of Me Programme is ongoing 

for pupils preparing for First Holy Communion. 

 
 

Once again I would like to thank everyone in the school 

community and especially you the parents/guardians for your 

continued support and encouragement, as without it the school 

would not run as smoothly as it does.  We greatly appreciate 

your constant good will.  

 

At this point could I pay tribute and say thanks to the local 

organisations who work closely with us and support us. 

 

 

We wish you all a very Happy and Peaceful Christmas. 

 
 

School closes for Christmas Holidays on 

Friday 19th December at 12:00 noon 

Please note: The Children will return to school at 

9.00am on Monday, 5th January 2025 

 

 

Clare Finnerty 

(Principal Teacher) 


