
 

St. Laurence's National School 

Halloween Newsletter 2025  
 

Dear Parents/Guardians,  

As we approach the mid-term break here in St. Laurence’s N.S. I’d like to 

thank all of those who have helped in the successful running of the school, 

the Board of Management, all the staff, the Parents Committee and all the 

parents and pupils who have contributed enormously to our school.   
 

The children have been extremely busy during the first 

term. They have been involved in various academic, 

sporting and fun activities which will continue into next 

term and beyond. 

 

There are lots of photos of these activities available to 

view on our website https://www.stlaurencesbaldoyle.org/ 

 

School Events 

 

Tusla Ad Campaign 

Some of the children in our 2nd classes took part in a Tusla Ad campaign to 

promote good school attendance.  This was filmed in our school during the 

summer holidays and is currently available to view on social media, TV and 

in cinemas.  Congratulations to our little stars!  The whole school celebrated 

their success with a visit from the ice cream man which was funded by 

Tusla. 

 

Creative Arts Day 

We had our first creative arts day on September 26th. The children had 

lots of fun making all kinds of artistic creations, building lego sculptures, 

playing beautiful music, taking part in quizzes and engaging in all sorts of 

art and music lessons. Well done to all involved! 

 

Roald Dahl day and Buddy Reading 

We celebrated Roald Dahl day with our first reading 

buddy session of the year on September 13th. The 

children read Roald Dahl stories together and created some lovely work 

based on Roald Dahl.  

Workshop with author Margaret Anne Suuggs 

Ms. Fahey’s 3rd class participated in a workshop with author and 

illustrator Margaret Anne Suggs in Baldoyle Library. She discussed how 

she illustrated her picture book Robin and Pip and the class decorated 

their own robins. A great day was had by all involved.  

 

Bilingual Workshop 

Ms Crosse’s 2nd class participated in a bilingual workshop with illustrator 

Tarsila Krüse. Tarsila read from her illustrated book ‘Bí Ag Spraoi Liom’ 

and she talked to the children about drawing and illustrations. The 

children created a ‘Meaisín Draíochta’ and they all went home with lovely 

bookmarks from Tarsila.  

 

SOS Beag na Gaeilge 

SOS Beag na Gaeilge has been ongoing throughout the school this term. 

Once a week during little break the children use their Gaeilge to chat, 

play games and sing songs. The class making the best effort earns the 

trophy for the week. Maith sibh go léir!   

 

Maths Week: 

Maths Week took place during the week of 13th – 18th 

October.  Following in line with the new maths curriculum 

the children took an active part in maths trails around 

the school grounds; and engaged with maths stations set 

up in the halls in both buildings.  The senior classes 

enjoyed a “maths hunt” with their maths eyes, they also 

used their maths eyes to estimate “the number of 

 

https://www.stlaurencesbaldoyle.org/


 

sweets in the jar” in both buildings.  Monkey maths kept an eye on all 

activities in the junior building.  Friday was maths dress up day for all.  

The children from the senior building got the opportunity to visit the 

children in the junior building and play maths games with them.  A week 

full of enjoyment and enthusiasm for maths was had by all. 

 

Yes to Languages 

Yes to Languages is proceeding really well with both 6th classes engaging 

excellently with the French language so far. The children have been 

learning key introductory expressions, grammar and vocabulary as well as 

appreciating various elements of French culture from music to cuisine and 

much more.  There has been much focus on them putting their new 

knowledge into the spoken language by practising with Mr. Treanor and 

their classmates.   

      

Kindness Award:  

Well done to Bow Murphy in the Junior Building and Zara Atkinsowon in 

the Senior Building who won the kindness awards this term. The kindness 

award is presented at assembly by Ms Finnerty. It is awarded to someone 

who shows exceptional kindness to others. Well done to Bow and Zara. 

 

Attendance Award: 

Our attendance award is given to recognise and reward school 

attendance.  Congratulations to Mr. Murphy’s Senior Infants class who 

received the award for September in the Junior building.  We had a two 

way tie between Ms. Fahey’s 3rd Class and Ms. Stephenson’s 4th class for 

the September attendance award in the Senior building.  Well done to all! 

 

Green School: We are back to work on our Green Schools 

theme of travel and hoping to get our flag this year! Walk to 

School Week was the 13th-17th of October and well done to everyone who 

took part in WOW day and brought in beautiful leaves, conkers and other 

pieces of nature in from their walks.  

 

Sport  

The children in both Junior and Senior schools have been participating in a 

number of sports throughout the Autumn term.  

 

Basketball: Both the girls and boys basketball 

teams had their first league match against 

Belmayne Educate Together. They both played 

brilliant! Ms. Fogarty and Ms. Motyer are looking 

forward to the season ahead with the two teams.  

Tennis: The 5th and 6th class children have enjoyed Tennis coaching with 

Parkside Tennis this term.  This will continue for the other classes after 

Halloween. 

 

Exercise to music: Once again the children in the senior school 

participated in exercise to music with Sean every Wednesday this term. 

Great fun was had by all.  The children in the Junior building are looking 

forward to their sessions after the Halloween break.  

 

Cross Country: The children from 3rd to 6th once again 

took part in the cross country competition in 

Donaghmede Park.  This was a great day for all of the 

local schools.  Huge congratulations to all who took 

part.  Thanks to Clongriffin Athletic Club for organising 

a very successful day out for us all.   

 

Marathon Kids - The 5th and 6th class children have been participating in 

the Marathon kids programme.   The children have almost completed the 

full marathon distance and will complete their final mile event in Seagrange 

park after the midterm where they will be presented with their 

medals.  Thanks to Fingal County Council for providing medals and t shirts 

for all participants. 

 

GAA: The boys and girls have had a great start to the year with GAA.  We 

are delighted to have Ben from 



 

Na Dubh Ghall come to the school again this term to 

give the boys and girls GAA lessons.   

 

Boys GAA: Our Boys GAA team have done really well 

in the Cuman na mBunscol competitions.  The boys team 

narrowly missed out on the semi-finals.  They had a 

great season only losing one match along the way. 

 

Boys' Team Report by Samuel Flynn: 

The boys GAA team did great this year to get to the quarter finals.  They 

put in a lot of hard work and did a great job. Our games were played 

against some really good teams. We were unlucky to lose against 

Booterstown but did great against Gael Scoil Rós, Gael Scoil Mhíde and 

Howth.  Everyone was working together really well and the passes and 

shooting were really good too. I hope that the boys next year can get 

even further than this year and to try their hardest.  

 

 

Girls GAA: The girls' GAA team had another 

successful season this year making it to the final in 

Croke Park for the third year in a row.  The girls were  

undefeated in all three of their group stage matches. 

The quarter finals saw them facing Loreto, Dalkey and 

the semi-finals saw them facing St John of God’s, 

Artane. Two very good teams but ultimately we were 

stronger and our win in the semi-finals took us through to Croke 

Park. The final was against Gaelscoil Colmcille and was a very tight game. 

The final score was a draw with St Laurence's NS 0-4 to Gaelscoil 

Colmcille 0-4. Both teams received medals and a cup. A great day that 

none of the girls will forget. Maith sibh cailíní.  

 

 

 

 

 

Girls' Team Report by Shona Walsh:  

I want to say how proud I am of the girls.  We couldn’t 

have done it without the help from the coaches and 

everyone showing up for training.  We had a great start 

to the season, winning the three matches in our group 

stage.  Then we made it to the quarter finals against 

Loreto, Dalkey.  This was a super tight game but we won 

by two points and this brought us to the semi-final 

against St. John of God’s N.S Artane which we won.  

We were through to the final in Croke Park.  We played in Croke park on 

the 20th of October against Gaelscoil Colmcille.  It was a really hard 

match with the final result ending in a draw, each team scoring 0-4 to 0-

4.  Both teams got a cup. We had a great experience and would like to 

thank Ben, Ms. Carroll and Ms. O’Callaghan.  The very best of luck to all 

the girls next year. 

Shona  

 

A big thank you to all the teachers who gave up their lunch breaks to coach 

the boys and girls.  Without their hard work and dedication, it would not 

be possible to enter the children into the various sporting leagues.  Thanks 

also to Ben from Na Dubh Ghall for all of his help and support.  As always 

a special thank you to the parents who came out in all weathers to support 

our teams, and to those parents who offered lifts to and from the matches.  

Without your help we could not play our away matches. 

 

Fundraising 

We will continue to have non-uniform days on the first Friday of each 

month.  

Parents Committee: Once again we thank all the Committee members who 

have done tremendous work this term in organising: 

-The Halloween Cake sale (which raised a total amount of €902.44 

- The Marathon Sponsorship Cards,  

- Non-uniform days,   

- Christmas Cards. 

 



 

Aladdin Connect  

As you are aware the school is using the Aladdin Connect application.  This 

system allows us to communicate effectively with parents and guardians. 

It has also allowed us to considerably reduce our paper usage. 

 

It is essential that each parent/guardian accesses this app to ensure they 

are kept up to date with any school events or updates.  If you are having 

any issues connecting to Aladdin, please inform the school office. 
 
Enrolment for 2025/2026 

Applications for Junior Infants are being accepted from 01st October 

2025 and closing date for receipt of completed applications 

is 30th January 2026 at 2:30pm. 

 Parents can register their children via our online application on 

our web-site at  https://www.stlaurencesbaldoyle.org/ or 

 Hard copy application forms are also available in both the Junior 

and Senior school offices. 

 

Once again I would like to thank everyone associated with the school 

and especially you the parents/guardians for your continued support 

and encouragement, as without it the school would not run as 

smoothly as it does.  We greatly appreciate your constant good will. 
 

We hope you all have a great Halloween Break and a well-deserved 

rest.  

 

 

 
       

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
 
 

       

Clare Finnerty (Principal Teacher) 
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